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	Early Years Foundation Stage – Reception 2025-2026

	 
	AUTUMN ONE 
	AUTUMN TWO 
	SPRING ONE 
	SPRING TWO 
	SUMMER ONE 
	SUMMER TWO 

	Theme 
	Marvellous Me

8 weeks
To help children develop a sense of identity, belonging, and confidence by exploring who they are, their families, likes/dislikes, and personal experiences.
	Out of This World
Space
7 weeks
To spark curiosity about the universe, planets, stars, and astronauts while developing language, creativity, and early scientific thinking.
	Once upon a time…
Traditional Tales
6 weeks
To immerse children in classic stories that develop language, imagination, sequencing, and understanding of morals and cultural heritage.
	Stomp! Roar! Explore!
Dinosaurs
6 weeks
To engage children’s curiosity about prehistoric creatures, develop language and understanding of the world, and encourage imaginative play and problem-solving.
	Hatch, grow, fly!
Growing and Changing
5 weeks
To help children understand how living things grow and change over time, fostering curiosity about nature, healthy living, and life cycles.




	Go Getters 
From Dudley to the Seaside
7 weeks
To help children understand how people can travel from their local area to the seaside.
Use maps, routes, and directions, and begin to understand different environments beyond their own
through imaginative play and real-life experiences.

	Festivals
	Black History Month
World Mental Health Day
Harvest
	Diwali
Remembrance Day
Nursery Rhyme Week
Nativity
Hannukah
	Chinese New Year
Safer Internet Day
Valentines Day
	Eid al-Fitr
Shrove Tuesday
Easter
Mother’s Day
	St George’s Day


	
Eid Al Adha
Father’s Day



	Linked activities 
 
 
	5 Senses
Emotions
Autumn
All about ME
My family
Dislikes and Likes
What makes us different 
	What's up in the sky
Daytime/nightime
Light/dark
Space
Planets inc Earth
Explore gravity with simple experiments (dropping objects).
	Role play props
Story bags 
Add on books to reading area
forest/farm/town
story maps for each story 
colourful semantics
	Sorting dinosaurs
Dinosaur sounds/movement 
Dinosaur research
Fossils and bones
Dinosaur habitats 
Dinosaur diets
	Planting seeds
Grow herbs for sensory garden
Parts of a plant 
Hatching eggs 
Caterpillars
Life cycles

	Maps, journeys and local area
Looking at maps of the world
Where have we been in the world?
Making journeys
Drawing maps
Seaside past and present
Seaside features
Sea creatures and ocean habitats
Caring for the environment


	Possible key texts 
	
Colour Monster
Colour Monster Goes to School
Mommy, Mama and Me
Super Duper You
Can I build another me?
Once there were giants
Ruby’s Worry 
Worrysaurus 



	
Whatever Next
Astro Girl
Papa, Get me the Moon
Man, on the Moon
Aliens Love underpants
Alien Tea on Planet Zum Zee
Stickman
The Christmas Pine
The Christmas Story
	Goldilocks
Little Red Hen
Jack and the beanstalk
The Gingerbread man
Three Billy Goats Gruff
Little Red Riding Hood

Oral Stories 
Little Red Hen 
Enormous Turnip
The Gingerbread Man 

	Non-Fiction Dinosaur Books
Dinosaurs Day Out
Trouble at the Dinosaur Café
Dinosaurs at School
Dinosaurs Love Underpants




	
Little people big dreams David Attenborough
Ugly Duckling
The Day the Ducklings Came
Ben plants a butterfly garden
Plant the tiny seed
Farm to fork
Who is in the egg
A Seed in Need
The Munching Caterpillar
The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	
Martha’s Map 
What the Ladybird Heard at the Seaside 
Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 
Billy’s Bucket 
Commotion in the Ocean 
Clean Up!

	Poems
	Hey Diddle Diddle
Old King Cole
I had a little Nut Tree
There was a crooked Man
5 little Ladybirds
Ding Dong Bell

	Artists 
	Picaso
	Vincent Van Gogh

	Andy Goldsworthy
	Picaso
	Andy Goldsworth
	Vincent Van Gogh


	



Music 
	Children will know the name of the percussion instrument clave
	Children will know the name of the percussion instrument bells
	Children will know the name of the percussion 
instrument drum 
	Children will know the name of the percussion instrument cymbal
	Children will know the name of the percussion instrument xylophone
	Children will know the name of the percussion instrument tambourine

	
	Children can sing  Heads shoulders knees and toes 
Days of the week 
	Children can sing 
5 little men in a flying saucer 
Zoom zoom zoom I’m going to the moon 
	Children can sing Goldilocks and Three Bears 


	Children can sing
 Dinosaur Dinosaur



	Children can sing  There is a worm at the bottom of the garden 
In my garden under my tree

	Children can sing the wheels on the bus 
Down at the station


	
	Singing focus – posture

	Singing focus – importance of opening mouth
	Singing focus –pitch matching

	Singing focus –clear dictation

	Singing focus –listening and awareness
	Singing focus – confidence and expression

	RE
People Culture and Communities [image: ]
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	Children will know what is special to them and their families, and how it might be different to what is special to others.

 Children will know the parable the
The Lost Sheep
(everyone is important and cared for)
 


	Children will know Diwali is the festival of light 

Children will know the story of Rama and Sita understand the idea of a promise

Children will know the Christian Christmas story 

Children will know that Christmas is a Christian festival 
	Children will know that a church and mosque is a place of worship
 
Children will know the parable the
 Good Samaritan 
be kind to everyone, even if they are different)





	Children will know
The Feeding of the 5,000
(Sharing and kindness can make big difference)

Children will know
 the Easter story 

Children will know Easter is a Christian festival 




	




Children will know the parable the wise and foolish builders 

The Mustard Seed 
Small things can grow into something great



	



Children will know that some of their friends celebrate Eid al Adha 

Children will know the story of Noah’s Ark and understand the idea of a promise God


	PRHE
	RSE Curriculum 
Families and People who care for me 
 1.2.3.
Story - Mommy Mama and Me 
Children will understand there are different families, some have 2 mums, or 2 dads/ 
Children are able to talk about their own families 

	RSE Curriculum 
Caring Friendships 1.3 1.2.4.

Story - Ten Little Pirates 

Children will understand and accept that boys and girls can play happily together.  
	RSE Curriculum 
Respectful relationships 1.4

Story - Blue Chameleon 

Children will explore the fact that we can accept who we are and we don’t have to change 


	RSE Curriculum 
Respectful relationships   1-8

Story - Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly 

Children will understand that we can all like different things but we can still be friends

	RSE Curriculum 
Respectful relationships 1.2.3.

Story - Hello Hello 

Children understand that they can make friend with whoever they choose RSE Curriculum 

	
 Respectful relationships 1.2.4.
Story - You Choose 

Children will begin to understand that we all like different things 
Children will begin to understand what diversity means 


	History
Past and Present

	Children will know change from baby to now 
Children will know what a farm is and what farmer do 
[image: ]
Children will know who Rosa Parks is and why she was important 

	
Children will know that Remembrance Day is to remember soldiers who died in the war 

Children will know 
Neil Armstrong – First person to walk on the moon (1969)
	Children will know that a church is a building for worship.
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	Children will know that the past is anything before the current day.
 
Children will know that the present is now.

Children will know who Mary Anning was and why she was important  


	

Children will know that things change over time.
 
Then and now

Before and after
	

Children will explore images of seaside holidays from the past and identify similarities and differences with holidays today. 

	Geography
Natural World

	Children will know this time of year is called autumn 
Children will know what a home is 
Children will know some fruit and vegetables grow in the UK 
Children will know what a farm is.
	Children will know that the green on a globe of map is land and blue is the sea 
	Children will know this time of year is called winter.

Children will know what a forest is 



	Children will know the earth has changed over time (no dinosaurs)

Children will know that volcanoes erupt. 



	Children will know that this time of year is spring
	Children will know what a simple map is.
Children will be able to name different countries. 
Children will name common seaside features.
Children will know that this time of year is summer

	Science
The Natural World  
	Children will know the names of body parts.
 
Children will know the five senses.

	Children will know there are eight planets in the solar system 

Children will know about magnets

	Children will identify plastic, wood and metal


 
	Children will know what a fossil is.
 


	Children will know the life cycle of a duckling and butterfly

Children will know how to care for a plant 

	Children will explore sea creatures and ocean habitats 

Children will develop awareness of caring for the environment


	Phonics and reading

Read Write Inc
 
	Phonics is taught using the RWI Phonics scheme with all pupils being taught Set 1 Sounds during the first autumn term. 
Pupils are assessed half termly and are only taught new sounds when they are confident with, and can apply, set 1 sounds & can blend words when reading.  
There are 45 high frequency words that are organised into 9 sets of 5 words, the children are given a set at a time to learn with the expectation that children will know all 45 by the end of the year. 





	
	

Match, sort and compare objects 
Measure and patterns 
Finding, representing, subitising and 
composition of 1,2,3,4,5 Shapes and positions 
	

Finding representing, subitising and composition of 1 - 10 Mass and capacity 
Length, height and time 
3D shape and patterns 
	Numbers beyond 10 and counting beyond 20 
Add more and take away 
Manipulate, compose and decompose shapes 
Sharing and grouping 
Patterns and relationships 
Positions, maps and plans 




	Maths 
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