Writing Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Writing in the Early Years Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception)
In the EYFS, early writing development is assessed through ongoing formative observation, high‑quality interaction and careful analysis of children’s emerging mark‑making, language and transcription skills. Assessment reflects the EYFS Statutory Framework and the school’s progression into the Writing Framework used from Year 1 onwards.
Nursery
In Nursery, assessment focuses on the earliest foundations of writing, including:
· Gross and fine motor control developed through continuous provision, outdoor learning and planned physical activities
· Mark-making behaviours, including early drawing, scribbles, symbolic marks and emergent letter shapes
· Early oral rehearsal, where children verbalise their ideas before attempting to represent them
· Phonological awareness, such as hearing initial sounds and developing listening and attention
Teachers capture learning through observations, annotated photographs, examples of mark-making and conversations with children. Floor books and Tapestry are used to show progression in confidence, motor skills and early communication.
Reception
In Reception, children move from emergent mark-making into more intentional early writing. Assessment focuses on:
· Application of phonics through the Read Write Inc programme
· Representing sounds with increasing accuracy
· Writing simple words and phrases that can be read by others
· Sentence-building through oral rehearsal, modelled writing and supported composition
· Developing stamina, pencil grip and correct letter formation
Teachers assess writing daily through:
· Adult‑guided writing opportunities
· Independent writing within continuous provision
· Evidence of the application of phonics
· Small-group Read Write Inc writing tasks
· Observations and verbal feedback
Reception teachers use EYFS checkpoints and ongoing evidence to form judgements against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) for Writing and Communication & Language. This provides a robust baseline for transition into Year 1.
Writing Assessment in Years 1–6
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
As pupils move into Year 1, assessment becomes aligned with the school’s whole writing approach. In Year 1, pupils continue with Read Write Inc, where assessments are frequent and inform grouping, targeted teaching and phonics progression. Alongside this, pupils complete daily ‘Star Sentences’ to develop transcriptional accuracy, spelling, letter formation and handwriting fluency.
Across the school, pupils’ developing knowledge is tracked using The Writing Framework, which sets out progression in grammar, sentence construction, handwriting and spelling. This framework ensures continuity from EYFS into KS1 and KS2, identifying what pupils should know and be able to produce at each stage.
From Spring Term in Year 2, or earlier for pupils who are ready, children transition to The Write Stuff. Writing is assessed throughout daily sentence stacking lessons, where children craft high‑quality sentences based on explicit teacher modelling. Pupils also ‘deepen the moment’, writing in depth about a character, setting or idea without advancing the plot, showing mastery of taught techniques.
Every half-term, pupils complete an independent write. This provides summative evidence of how well pupils can apply taught grammar, vocabulary, structure and transcription skills independently. 
‘Cold Writes’, aligned with The Writing Framework, assess pupils’ prior knowledge at the start of a new unit and form a benchmark for measuring progress.
All assessment emphasises quality over quantity, ensuring pupils demonstrate control, accuracy and fluency, not simply volume.
Knowledge Assessment
Knowledge is assessed through:
· Independent writing outcomes
· Sentence stacking contributions
· Star Sentences showing transcriptional progress
· Application of grammar and vocabulary taught within the Writing Framework
· Cold Writes evidencing prior understanding
· Teacher observation, verbal feedback and live modelling
Progress is tracked using a single progression sheet, enabling teachers to spot gaps quickly, ensure skills are continually revisited, and monitor development over time.
Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides teachers and leaders with a rich understanding of pupils’ progress in writing fluency, stamina, and technical accuracy. It reveals how well pupils apply grammar, vocabulary, and transcription skills independently, as well as their ability to structure longer pieces of writing and craft sentences for effect.
To ensure that teacher judgements are accurate, consistent and robust, Years 2 and 6 writing is moderated across four schools. This external moderation strengthens reliability, secures shared expectations of standards, and ensures that assessments align with national expectations.
In addition, Blowers Green has developed a set of Writing Standard Files, using authentic pupil work from across the school to exemplify working towards, expected and greater depth standards. These files act as a high‑quality reference point for teachers, supporting consistency in assessment and deepening curriculum understanding.
These insights directly inform teaching and curriculum adaptation. Moderation across classes, phases and partner schools ensures accuracy, coherence and a shared understanding of standards.

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use formative assessment to provide immediate, precise feedback that strengthens sentence structure, vocabulary and transcription. Assessment information:
· Informs future planning and writing sequences
· Identifies common gaps across classes or cohorts
· Supports targeted intervention and reinforcement
· Ensures writing sequences build cumulatively and revisit key skills
· Helps subject and phase leads refine curriculum sequencing
As a result, all pupils make sustained progress and grow as confident, capable writers.




Writing Assessment Statements for Years 1–6, based on the Writing Framework (DfE, July 2025) says about progression and assessment, AND what Ofsted identifies as good practice in writing assessment.
All statements are based on current guidance and research, and draw directly from the most recent Writing Framework (2025) and Ofsted’s English Research Review.

Writing Assessment Statements for Years 1–6 (Blowers Green)
These statements can be used in policies, curriculum documents, marking guidance or pupil progress discussions.
Year 1 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 1, pupils should:
· Apply phonics knowledge from Read Write Inc to segment and spell simple words and phrases. 
· Form lowercase and capital letters correctly and securely, developing early automaticity in transcription. 
· Write simple sentences that make sense, using basic punctuation (capital letters, full stops). 
· Orally rehearse sentences before writing them. 
· Show increasing stamina using ‘Star Sentences’ for daily transcription practice.
Year 2 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 2, pupils should:
· Use taught grammar correctly in independent writing, including expanded noun phrases and correct tense. 
· Spell most Year 1–2 common exception words accurately. 
· Demonstrate secure letter formation and begin to develop joined handwriting where appropriate. 
· Produce short narratives and non‑fiction pieces with clear sequencing of ideas. 
· Use The Write Stuff techniques: sentence stacking, control of lenses, and deepen the moment.
Year 3 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 3, pupils should:
· Use paragraphs to group information or sequence events. 
· Apply a wider range of sentence structures (simple, compound and emerging complex). 
· Show developing automaticity in spelling patterns and handwriting. 
· Organise writing with a clear purpose and audience. 
· Edit simple errors independently following modelling.
Year 4 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 4, pupils should:
· Write coherent paragraphs with secure cohesion (adverbials, pronouns, linking phrases). 
· Use a wider range of grammar including fronted adverbials, dialogue and varied sentence lengths. 
· Spell most Year 3–4 words accurately and apply morphology knowledge (prefixes/suffixes). 
· Edit and improve writing by re-reading for clarity and effect. 
· Demonstrate increasing fluency in joined handwriting.
Year 5 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 5, pupils should:
· Use ambitious, precise vocabulary and control sentence variety for effect. 
· Maintain viewpoint and style across longer pieces of writing. 
· Apply Year 5 grammar accurately (modal verbs, relative clauses, cohesion within and across paragraphs). 
· Edit more independently, improving tone, structure and clarity. 
· Proofread confidently for transcription accuracy.
Year 6 Writing Assessment Statements
By the end of Year 6, pupils should:
· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, adapting tone, formality and structure. 
· Demonstrate fluent, automatic handwriting and spelling for the full Year 5–6 curriculum. 
· Use complex grammar consistently and accurately, with well-controlled sentence structures. 
· Create cohesive, well‑structured pieces with strong authorial voice and control of viewpoint. 
· Independently revise and redraft writing to enhance meaning and effect. 

In line with Ofsted’s expectations for high‑quality writing provision, our assessment approach focuses firmly on whether pupils have learned the content of the taught curriculum, rather than being influenced by task variation or disconnected writing outcomes. 
We prioritise frequent, low‑stakes formative feedback, ensuring that pupils receive immediate guidance in the moment rather than being over‑reliant on extensive written marking. 
Developing fluency in handwriting and transcription from the earliest stages remains a central focus, recognising Ofsted’s emphasis on the need for strong foundational skills to prevent cognitive overload in later composition. 
Our teaching also reflects the importance of models, scaffolds and oral rehearsal, with spoken language supporting pupils to internalise grammatical structures and craft more effective writing. 
Writing tasks are designed to align directly with the curriculum sequence to maintain coherence and avoid isolated ‘genre-led’ activities that do not serve progression. Pupils write for a range of different purposes.  
Finally, we build in regular opportunities for practice, retrieval and revisiting, supporting cumulative progression and freeing pupils to write with increasing fluency and confidence over time
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