Spelling Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green, spelling is taught and assessed in line with the progression set out in The Writing Framework (DfE, 2025), which emphasises the importance of early automaticity in transcription, handwriting and spelling, so pupils can free up cognitive load for composition. 
At the start of each academic year, pupils complete a baseline diagnostic assessment using The Spelling Book. This includes a 50‑word test based on year‑group spelling rules, patterns and morphological knowledge. This establishes a clear and accurate starting point and informs early planning and grouping.
In Reception and Year 1, spelling development is assessed through Read Write Inc phonics assessments, consistent with the Writing Framework’s guidance that accurate encoding (spelling) must be taught alongside decoding from the earliest stages. Regular phonics checks ensure that early spelling knowledge, particularly GPCs, oral segmenting and early transcription, is secure and progressing appropriately. 
Teachers also use daily Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies within writing lessons, correcting errors in real time and ensuring pupils apply taught spelling rules, patterns and morphological knowledge during composition.
Knowledge Assessment
Spelling knowledge is assessed through:
Application in writing, fully aligned with The Writing Framework, which states that spelling should support writing fluency, freeing children from letter‑by‑letter production so that they can focus on meaning and authorial intention.
At Blowers Green, children continually apply spelling patterns in authentic writing, allowing teachers to assess whether transcription is becoming increasingly automatic. 
Assessment as learning through The Spelling Book.
We do not use rote weekly spelling tests. Instead, children work in pairs or trios to explore, test and refine spelling hypotheses, discussing which patterns, rules or morphological structures best apply. This collaborative enquiry approach ensures assessment is an active learning process rather than a memory recall exercise.
Grapheme Grafters, Quick Flicks and Try‑It strategies, where children check, test and revisit graphemes, patterns and spelling choices. These routines act as formative assessment, providing real‑time insight into which patterns pupils are securing and which need further teaching or practice.
Low‑stakes spelling checks within learning, such as short hypothesis grids, pattern‑spotting activities and quick spelling games. These are not rehearsed lists but spontaneous checks that reveal whether pupils have internalised the taught rule or pattern.
Teacher analysis of writing samples, examining whether pupils transfer taught spellings into independent work. This approach reflects the Writing Framework’s emphasis that spelling must be assessed both in discrete practice and in authentic writing contexts so that automaticity and application can be evaluated accurately. 
Dictation, used regularly to assess children’s ability to apply spelling rules, patterns and phoneme–grapheme correspondence within meaningful sentences. Dictation provides insight into children’s real‑time encoding, handwriting fluency and understanding of wider grammar and vocabulary structures.
These approaches ensure pupils apply spelling knowledge in both isolated and embedded contexts.

Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides a clear and detailed picture of spelling progress across the year, identifying:
· Pupils’ grasp of spelling rules and patterns
· Morphological and phonological understanding
· Accuracy and fluency in writing
· Transfer of spelling knowledge into extended pieces
The Writing Framework highlights that accurate spelling is a foundational transcription skill that must become automatic to enable fluent writing. Regular monitoring at Blowers Green ensures pupils develop this efficiency, allowing them to focus on vocabulary choice, sentence construction and composition. 
Assessment data informs curriculum development, ensuring that the spelling sequence remains coherent, progressive and ambitious, as required by the national expectations for writing progression. 

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use spelling assessments to:
· Adapt planning immediately to address gaps
· Provide targeted intervention, including small‑group and 1:1 support
· Revisit specific rules or patterns as part of retrieval practice
· Refine modelling of spelling strategies, such as syllable division, morphological analysis and spelling mnemonics
· Provide precise, timely verbal and written feedback during writing lessons
Assessment outcomes are reviewed with English leads to inform:
· Medium‑term planning
· Whole‑school spelling priorities
· Long‑term sequencing within year‑group planning, aligned with the Writing Framework’s recommended progression in spelling instruction and transcription. 
This ensures all pupils at Blowers Green develop secure, fluent spelling that supports their wider writing development.
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