Music Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green Primary School, assessment in Music follows the same consistent whole‑school principles used across all foundation subjects. Each lesson begins with the 3 Rs – Rewind, Recap, Remember, enabling pupils to retrieve prior learning linked to the elements of music and build secure, connected musical understanding over time.
Throughout each unit, teachers use flat chats, question generators, observation and ongoing Assessment for Learning to explore pupils’ developing skills in listening, composing, performing and appraising. Pupils’ progress is closely linked to the key knowledge mapped on our Music Roadmaps, which clearly identify the essential knowledge and technical skills pupils must secure by the end of each unit.
Teachers record observations and judgements in their Foundation Subject Mark Books, commenting on pupils’ musicianship, accuracy, creativity and use of musical vocabulary. Immediate intervention supports pupils in refining rhythm, pitch, notation or performance technique in real time.

Assessment as Learning
Pupils demonstrate understanding through:
· Performances (solo, group and whole‑class)
· Compositions using voices, instruments and digital tools
· Listening and responding to musical extracts
· Discussion and reflective dialogue
Recordings are used frequently as a form of assessment-as-learning, allowing pupils to revisit and analyse their musical outcomes, identify strengths and set targets for improvement.
At the end of a unit, pupils complete a picture map, representing core knowledge from the Music Roadmaps, including vocabulary, elements of music, composers, genres and skills taught. This supports clear retrieval and strengthens long‑term memory.

Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides teachers and leaders with clear insight into:
· Pupils’ developing musicianship, including their control of rhythm, pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure
· Their ability to apply taught knowledge through composition and performance
· The accuracy and fluency of pupils’ use of notation
· Pupils’ confidence in discussing music using appropriate technical vocabulary
· Engagement in wider opportunities such as choirs, ensembles and performances
Assessment across sketch notes, recordings, performance outcomes and pupil voice demonstrates progression in both technical skill and expressive understanding. Music Roadmaps ensure that knowledge builds progressively and consistently from year to year.

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use in-the-moment feedback to refine pupils’ technique, support correct instrumental handling, strengthen vocal performance and deepen understanding of musical concepts. Assessment outcomes directly inform:
· Smart Starts and retrieval practice
· Adjustments to pacing and challenge within the current unit
· Planning for subsequent units to ensure continuity and progression
· Targeted support or enrichment opportunities
· Co-planning with the Music Lead to ensure curriculum coherence
This approach ensures that all pupils experience success in music and grow as confident, expressive musicians capable of performing, composing and responding with increasing independence.
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