Handwriting Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green, handwriting is taught and assessed through the Kinetic Letters programme, which provides a clear, systematic approach to developing strong, fluent and automatic handwriting. Assessment focuses on the four strands of Kinetic Letters:
1. Making Bodies Strong – core strength and posture
2. Holding the Pencil – correct, efficient grip and fine-motor control
3. Learning the Letters – accurate formation using the Kinetic Letters script
4. Flow and Fluency – developing automaticity, pace and joined handwriting
Teachers use ongoing observation, live modelling and the Writing Teacher Assessment Framework (TAFs) to assess how well pupils meet the handwriting expectations for their year group. 
Assessment considers fluency, legibility and consistency, as emphasised in The Writing Framework, which states that transcription (handwriting and spelling) must become automatic so that children can focus on meaning rather than forming letters.
Teachers monitor letter formation, joins, spacing, size, and overall presentation across the curriculum, ensuring handwriting skills are embedded in all written outcomes, not only in discrete practice.
Knowledge Assessment
Handwriting knowledge is assessed through:
· Application in independent writing, reflecting guidance from The Writing Framework that handwriting must support fluency and composition rather than hinder it.
· Pupils’ control of size, spacing, orientation and consistency of letter families taught through Kinetic Letters.
· Posture, grip and stamina, monitored during writing lessons and Kinetic Letters sessions.
· Evidence in English books and cross‑curricular writing, where children apply taught formation, joins and fluency.
· Dictation and sentence-writing activities, used to evaluate real-time transcription accuracy.
· Self‑assessment against Kinetic Letters posters, letter families and success criteria.
Teachers evaluate whether handwriting is becoming increasingly automatic, enabling pupils to write more fluently, reflecting The Writing Framework’s emphasis on automaticity reducing cognitive load and supporting higher-quality composition.

Assessment in Action
There is continuous assessment through:
· Active observation during all writing
· Verbal feedback at the point of need
· Teacher modelling and scaffolded support in real time
· Kinetic Letters routines (Tree, Brave Monkey, Scared Monkey starting points)
· Fine-motor and strength-based tasks, where needed, to remove barriers to transcription
Teachers adjust expectations, posture guidance, model grip corrections, and refine formation as needed to help pupils develop accurate, efficient and fluent handwriting.
Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides teachers and leaders with a clear understanding of:
· Handwriting fluency and automaticity
· Accuracy of letter formation and joins
· Pencil hold and fine-motor control
· Presentation and stamina across the curriculum
These assessments highlight next steps for individuals and groups. Pupils increasingly understand what successful handwriting looks like and how to achieve it.
Insights also inform curriculum design, ensuring handwriting remains progressive, coherent and ambitious across all phases, in line with the expectations of the Writing Framework, which emphasises prioritising transcription in early stages to free up cognitive load for composition later.
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