French Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green Primary School, French is taught by a specialist languages teacher, ensuring high‑quality modelling, accurate pronunciation and strong subject knowledge. Assessment is embedded throughout teaching and reflects the same whole‑school principles used across our wider foundation subjects.
Each French lesson begins with the 3 Rs – Rewind, Recap, Remember, enabling pupils to revisit prior vocabulary, structures and phonics. This supports cumulative learning across the language curriculum and strengthens long‑term retention.
Throughout each unit, pupils are assessed using:
· Flat chats and question generators to explore pupils’ understanding of vocabulary, grammar patterns and sentence structures
· Sentence builders and sentence generators inspired by Gianfranco Conti’s EPI pedagogy, enabling pupils to manipulate language, build fluency and demonstrate secure grammatical understanding
· Ongoing Assessment for Learning (AfL) through questioning, discussion, choral repetition, retrieval and guided practice
· Observation of speaking, listening, reading and writing tasks during lessons
Teachers record pupils’ developing understanding in the Foundation Subject Mark Books, noting progress against the knowledge, phonics, grammar and language structures identified in each lesson.

Assessment as Learning
At the end of each unit, pupils complete a picture map that captures the essential vocabulary, grammar, phonics and cultural content taught. This supports pupils to demonstrate how well they can:
· Recall vocabulary from memory
· Apply sentence structures
· Manipulate grammar taught through Conti‑style sentence frames
· Represent knowledge independently
These picture maps act as an assessment‑as‑learning tool, evidencing pupils’ ability to connect and organise their knowledge.


Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment enables teachers and leaders to see how securely pupils are progressing across the four language skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing, while also developing:
· Phonological accuracy and confidence
· Understanding of grammatical patterns (gender, agreements, high‑frequency verbs, word order)
· Cultural knowledge linked to French‑speaking countries
· Fluency with core vocabulary and sentence structures
Evidence from lessons and end‑of‑unit tasks demonstrates how well pupils can reuse taught language, adapt patterns, and construct increasingly accurate, extended sentences in line with the Progression in French Skills framework.
This informs whole‑school tracking and ensures the curriculum remains coherent, ambitious and sequenced effectively from Year 3 to Year 6.

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use formative insights to immediately adapt teaching, modelling pronunciation, scaffolding sentence construction, or extending challenge for pupils working at greater depth. Assessment outcomes directly inform:
· Lesson design and future planning
· Same‑day intervention where misconceptions arise
· Focused opportunities for additional speaking practice
· Adjustments to pacing and sequencing within units
Findings are shared with the subject lead and the specialist teacher to refine curriculum delivery, ensuring that all pupils develop confidence, independence and the linguistic foundations needed for Key Stage 3.
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