Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
‘Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to recognise children’s progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and support,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2025
Staff at Blowers Green identify children’s starting points and clearly articulate why and how assessment information is collected. Assessment data at Blowers Green is gathered only where it meaningfully informs our curriculum, supports our understanding of children’s development, and enhances our teaching. Practitioners understand exactly what they are drawing from their assessments and how this shapes the next steps for learning.

Daily Assessment
‘Involves practitioners knowing children’s level of achievement and interests, and then shaping teaching and learning experiences for each child reflecting that knowledge,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2025
At Blowers Green, this is achieved through creating a curriculum overview that is unique to each cohort. Our continuous provision is carefully designed to reflect familiarity, progression and challenge, aligned fully to our Blowers Green EYFS curriculum.

Daily high‑quality interactions take place, with staff gathering observations and information using our chosen school systems (e.g. Tapestry, floor books). This information is used to shape immediate teaching as well as termly assessments.

Evidence gathered reflects key milestones in children’s learning and development — not unnecessary quantities of paperwork.
‘In their interactions with children, practitioners should respond to their own day‑to‑day observations about children’s progress and observations that parents and carers share,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2021.
At Blowers Green, this is achieved through our communication systems (e.g. Tapestry, parent conversations, floor books).  Information shared by parents is valued and used to inform planning and future teaching.
Baseline Assessment
Reception children at Blowers Green are assessed using the Government Reception Baseline Assessment and in‑school baseline assessments within the first six weeks of the school year.
Nursery children complete Blowers Green’s in‑school baseline assessments on entry.
Prime and Specific assessment milestone grids are used to support professional discussions and secure teacher judgement.
Reception children are assessed against all 17 Prime and Specific Areas of Learning.
Nursery children are assessed against the Prime Areas (including 7 sub‑areas) and the Specific Areas (4 main areas).
2‑year‑olds in Nursery are assessed against the Prime Areas, including all sub‑areas.
Insight is used for all data tracking across the year.
Children are assessed as Working Below (WB), Working Towards (WTS), Expected (EXP) or Greater Depth (GD) within their year band according to Development Matters.
Children assessed as WB are considered to be working one year or more below age‑related expectations.

Termly Assessments
‘Parents and/or carers should be kept up‑to‑date with their child’s progress and development. Practitioners should address any learning and development needs in partnership with parents and any relevant professionals,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2025.
At Blowers Green, this is achieved through parent evenings, workshops, written reports, sharing of Early Years Profiles and communication through our school systems.
‘Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from interaction with children, nor require excessive paperwork,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2021.
At Blowers Green, children are assessed termly using our in‑school systems and information‑gathering approaches.

Reception assesses against all 17 areas of learning across the year.
Nursery assesses against the same areas used in baseline.
Prime and Specific milestone grids support fair, consistent and valid judgements.
Moderation takes place internally and externally across EYFS.
Government exemplification videos support professional dialogue and secure judgement.
Children assessed as WB or WTS are considered not on track; those at EXP or GD are considered on track.
Development Matters, Birth to Five Matters and the DfE “Assessment under the new EYFS” video are used to support professional judgement.
ELGs and Transition to Year 1
‘When assessing whether a child is at the expected level of development, practitioners should draw on their knowledge of the child and their own expert professional judgement and should not be required to prove this through collection of physical evidence,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2025.
At Blowers Green, judgements are based on our school‑specific observation systems, termly moderation and professional knowledge of the child.
‘In the final term of the year in which the child reaches age five, the EYFS Profile must be completed for each child,’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2021.
At Blowers Green, teachers assess whether children are meeting the expected level of development, or whether they are emerging against any ELGs.
Prime and Specific milestone grids support accurate, consistent and valid EYFS Profile judgements.

Moderation occurs internally within the EYFS team.
‘Assessment should inform an ongoing dialogue between practitioners and year 1 teachers about each child’s learning to support a successful transition to key stage 1.’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2025.
At Blowers Green, EYFS staff communicate cohort needs and individual strengths and next steps as part of our structured transition process.

ELG outcomes support Year 1 teachers in making a holistic, best‑fit judgement of each child’s readiness for KS1 and in planning curriculum adaptations for September.
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