Design & Technology Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School 
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green Primary School, assessment in Design & Technology is firmly rooted in the principles outlined in Ofsted’s curriculum research reviews: assessment must be purposeful, curriculum‑aligned, and focused on whether pupils have learned the intended knowledge, rather than generating unnecessary data.
We use the Projects on a Page approach as the foundation for our D&T curriculum. This structure ensures clarity about the essential technical knowledge, vocabulary, skills and design processes pupils must secure within each project. Assessment is therefore tightly aligned to the key learning intentions embedded in each project.
Pupils are assessed through a combination of:
· Formative strategies that capture how well pupils apply taught knowledge and skills in real contexts
· Teacher observation, including careful scrutiny of pupils’ design decisions, explanations and practical work
· Ongoing AfL and feedforward, allowing teachers to intervene in real time to address misconceptions and strengthen pupils' thinking
· Review of prototypes and products, evaluating accuracy, creativity and functionality within the context of each Projects on a Page unit
Teachers use a Knowledge Performance Indicators to ensure consistency across year groups. Evidence gathered from pupil evaluations, practical outcomes, annotated design sheets and pupil voice captures pupils’ understanding of design principles, material choices, tool use and evaluation skills.
This approach ensures that assessment arises naturally from the Projects on a Page process, as pupils progress through investigate → design → make → evaluate cycles.

Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides teachers and leaders with a clear and accurate picture of pupils’ developing competence in technical knowledge, making skills and design thinking. Within the Projects on a Page framework, assessment highlights:
· How securely pupils grasp the essential knowledge and vocabulary mapped across each project
· The extent to which pupils can plan, make and refine products with increasing independence, precision and creativity
· How effectively pupils apply disciplinary skills such as evaluation, problem‑solving, and refinement of ideas
· The security of their understanding of materials, structures, mechanisms, electrical systems and cooking principles
The insights gained inform next steps for individuals and groups, ensuring that progression in skills and knowledge is coherent and cumulative across key stages.

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use formative assessment insight to shape immediate practice, aligning with Ofsted’s emphasis on adaptive teaching. This includes:
· Using real‑time observation to provide precise feedback
· Modelling techniques or adjusting tasks where misconceptions arise
· Offering targeted support to ensure all learners remain on track with the intended project outcome
· Extending thinking for pupils working at greater depth, for example through higher‑level design modifications or more demanding technical choices
Beyond the lesson, assessment outcomes inform:
· Teacher reflection on the sequencing and pitch of subsequent lessons
· Collaborative discussions with subject leads about curriculum refinement
Subject leaders analyse assessment evidence, both practical and recorded, to ensure that sequencing within Projects on a Page remains ambitious, coherent and enables all pupils to make sustained, meaningful progress across the D&T curriculum.
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