Art & Design Assessment at Blowers Green Primary School
Assessment Method: How Are Our Pupils Assessed?
At Blowers Green Primary School, assessment in Art & Design follows the same whole‑school formative model used across our foundation subjects. Each lesson begins with the 3 Rs – Rewind, Recap, Remember, enabling pupils to revisit prior knowledge, techniques and vocabulary, and to make meaningful connections across concepts, artists and media.
Throughout each unit, teachers use discussion and ongoing Assessment for Learning to explore pupils’ understanding of artistic skills, processes and techniques. Teachers observe how pupils experiment with media, respond to examples, and apply taught skills over time.
Teachers record pupils’ developing understanding in their Foundation Subject Mark Books, making notes on pupils’ technical accuracy, creativity, application of techniques and use of vocabulary. Immediate intervention is used to address misconceptions in the moment, whether relating to tool handling, technique or conceptual understanding.
Assessment as Learning
Pupils use sketchbooks to demonstrate their artistic journey across units. These books capture experimentation, technique practice, reflections, evaluations, and responses to the work of significant artists and designers. Sketchbooks act as a rich form of assessment-as-learning, making visible pupils’ thinking, creativity and progression
Assessment Impact: What Does the Assessment Tell Us?
Assessment provides teachers and leaders with a clear understanding of:
· How effectively pupils develop and apply artistic techniques
· The progression of creative decision‑making, experimentation and refinement
· Pupils’ ability to evaluate and reflect on their own and others’ work
· How well pupils understand and use the vocabulary of art, including reference to artists and movements
Insights support teachers in ensuring that skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, design, mixed media and evaluation develop sequentially across year groups.
Subject leaders use assessment outcomes and sketchbook evidence to monitor consistency, ambition and alignment with the long‑term Art & Design curriculum.

Assessment Feedforward: How Do We Use the Assessment?
Teachers use real‑time observation to provide immediate, purposeful feedback, modelling techniques, adjusting scaffolds and refining tasks to ensure pupils make progress during the lesson. Assessment findings inform:
· Smart Starts in subsequent lessons
· Adjustment to teaching sequences and pacing
· Targeted support or stretch for individuals
· Collaborative planning with the Art Lead to ensure curriculum coherence
This approach ensures all pupils grow as confident, creative and reflective artists who can apply skills with increasing independence and imagination.
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