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Whole School Approach
This policy is in line with the statutory guidance from the National Curriculum 2014.  Pupils will as the statutory guide state, be taught to:

· Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
· Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place
· Form capital letters
· Form digits 0-9
· Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

1. Introduction
Fluent handwriting reduces cognitive load, enabling pupils to focus on the complexity of composition. This reflects the Writing Framework’s emphasis on cognitive science principles, ensuring transcription habits are practised until fully automatic.

1.1. This document sets out the approach to handwriting and presentation at Blowers Green Primary School.  It sits within the context of the School’s vision and the other policies of the School.  It applies to the whole School community – governors, staff, pupils and parents/guardians/carers.  
1.2. The School follows the national framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Key Stage 1 (KS 1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2) and the handwriting requirements of that framework (see Appendix 4) apply in full to the school.  This policy is also aligned with the Department for Education’s Writing Framework, July 2025.  
1.3. The outcomes that we will strive to ensure all our pupils achieve are:
· Having fluent, legible and speedy handwriting that can be performed automatically so that the attention of the brain is on the content of the writing.
· Having the stamina and skills to write at length with accurate spelling and punctuation
· Having competence in transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition.
· Writing clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
· Having a comfortable and efficient pencil hold and working position. 
1.4 	Handwriting is of fundamental importance to educating our pupils because pupils who learn to read and write fluently and confidently are significantly more likely to achieve to their full potential. 
1.5 Alignment with the July 2025 Writing Framework
The Kinetic Letters programme is fully aligned with the July 2025 Writing Framework, which emphasises the importance of transcriptional fluency as a foundation for high‑quality writing. In line with this framework:
· Pupils are taught handwriting and spelling as core transcriptional skills, enabling automaticity so cognitive attention can shift to composition.
· Handwriting is taught explicitly, cumulatively and developmentally, ensuring pupils secure correct letter formation, orientation and size before they begin to join.
· The policy supports the framework’s requirement that pupils develop stamina for extended writing, underpinned by strong posture, fluent letter formation and efficient pencil grip.
· The school’s approach ensures transcription does not become a barrier to pupils’ composition, enabling them to write at length with increasing confidence, independence and control.
· Regular handwriting practice contributes to pupils achieving the expected fluency benchmarks set out in the July 2025 Writing Framework for both KS1 and KS2.
2. General Principles
This policy reflects the July 2025 Writing Framework’s requirement that transcriptional fluency (handwriting and spelling) must be taught and practised until it becomes automatic. Automaticity frees working memory, supporting pupils to focus on sentence construction, vocabulary choices and the clarity of composition.
Kinetic Letters provides the developmental approach needed to ensure transcriptional fluency is secure by the end of Year 2 and maintained through purposeful practice in KS2.
2.1	Handwriting is a physical activity that involves movement and recognition skills that need to be learnt and become part of the automatic cognitive skill of the pupil.  To achieve this, Blowers Green Primary School has chosen the Kinetic Letters Handwriting Programme.
2.2	The programme has four threads:
· Making bodies stronger
· Holding the pencil (for speed, comfort and legibility)
· Learning the letters
· Flow and fluency
2.3	The key principles of the programme are:
· Building physical strength underpins handwriting and concentration.  This knowledge informs the working positions that children use for writing and the strengthening targets they work on.
· Pupils are not expected to do anything before they are developmentally ready.
· The different components of writing are mastered individually before being used in combination.
· Letters are learnt as movements, not as visual shapes, and movement remains central to developing automaticity in letter formation, flow and fluency.
· Posture is important in developing the correct position for handwriting and so children are taught how to organise their working position and paper position to enable comfortable and fluent writing from the start.
· Correct pencil hold is taught from the start (i.e. as soon as a tri-pod grip is developmentally appropriate)
· Stamina for writing is explicitly developed through regular handwriting practice, ensuring pupils are able to sustain high‑quality writing over longer pieces, as required by the 2025 Writing Framework.

3.  Year Groups
In Nursery, the focus is on developing the foundational physical, cognitive and sensory skills required for later handwriting. Children engage in varied mark‑making experiences, develop gross and fine motor strength, experiment with different grips, and observe adults modelling writing. No formal handwriting or letter formation is expected at this stage. The priority is to ensure children build confidence, understand that marks carry meaning, and develop control and coordination in preparation for Reception‑level transcription skills.


In Reception, the focus shifts from pre‑writing foundations to securing the essential transcription skills,handwriting and spelling that underpin fluent writing. The DfE Writing Framework emphasises that teaching handwriting from the Reception year is crucial so children develop automaticity early, freeing cognitive load for composition. 

By the end of Reception, children are expected to hold a pencil effectively using the tripod grip in almost all cases, a requirement specified in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). They should also write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed, and begin to develop accuracy and care in their writing. 

Reception teaching should therefore include regular, explicit handwriting instruction that focuses on correct letter formation, orientation, and starting points, as emphasised in the DfE Writing Framework (Appendix A – Handwriting Guidance). This instruction must be embedded within a wider provision rich in opportunities for purposeful writing, oral composition, and language development. 

Consistent with national guidance, handwriting in Reception should also be supported through fine‑motor development (e.g., threading, tweezers) and gross‑motor stability (e.g., shoulder and core strength), which remain essential foundations for fluent transcription. 

Children should practise handwriting regularly so that correct letter formation becomes increasingly automatic, helping them to focus on content and sentence composition as they progress. 

Reception children receive systematic handwriting teaching that ensures they can form letters correctly, write recognisable words using developing phonics knowledge, and hold a pencil effectively using the tripod grip. They engage in daily opportunities to practise transcription skills, supported by continued fine‑ and gross‑motor development. Handwriting teaching is explicit, consistent, and sequenced, preparing children securely for the increased transcriptional demands of Year 1
For KS1:  In line with the July 2025 Writing Framework, pupils in KS1 will develop secure, automatic transcriptional habits. This includes fluent letter formation, correct orientation, appropriate spacing and developing stamina to write several linked sentences.
For KS2:  Teachers will continue to develop pupils’ handwriting fluency and stamina so that by Upper KS2, pupils can sustain writing over extended periods without transcriptional effort impeding their composition. This reflects the expectations for fluent transcription outlined in the 2025 Writing Framework.
3.1 The Kinetic Letters programme is commenced in Nursery and Reception and is used throughout the School.  By the end of KS1, the majority of pupils should be working at the national standard and some should be working at a greater depth (see Appendix 2).  Children will be using some of the strokes needed to join letters; teaching of this will start in Year 2.  
3.2 By the end of KS2, the majority of pupils should be at the national standard and some should be working at a greater depth.  Some children who are working towards the expected standard and those pupils with SEN will be working on their own individual targets.  Pupils should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task (e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten version).
3.3.	In KS1, Handwriting practice takes place in sessions that are outside English lessons since handwriting underpins the majority of curriculum areas and is integral to self-esteem.
3.4	Pupils in EYFS and KS1 will spend at least 20 minutes of the school day on activities that are part of the Kinetic Letters programme.  Handwriting will be taught in a discrete session, separate from phonics.  Thereafter time allocation to maintain handwriting development and increase speed and flow will be taught 3 times per week for 15 minutes in Key Stage 2.  
3.5	The majority of the time, the sessions will be taught to the whole class with differentiated targets; reinforcement may take place in small groups and/or individually.
4.  Assessment
Teacher assessment of handwriting contributes directly to judgements about transcription within the July 2025 Writing Framework. Pupils’ fluency, stamina, automaticity and consistency will be monitored to ensure their transcriptional skills enable rather than constrain composition.
4.1	The assessment framework in the national curriculum will apply to each pupil when their progress is being assessed at the end of KS1 and KS2 (see Appendix 2).  Prior to these two measurement points, teachers will use Kinetic Letters assessment guides on a daily basis (Appendix 3).  Marking of work by teachers will be positive and self-correction by pupils will be encouraged.  A selection of writing books and handwriting books will be regularly monitored by the SLT to monitor the impact and implementation of the policy and the standards of handwriting and progression across the school in line with the statutory guidance as outlined in the National Curriculum 2014.  
Progression Benchmarks for Transcription (aligned with July 2025 Framework)
· End of Year 1: Secure, consistent letter formation; appropriate size; correct orientation; ability to write simple sentences with developing stamina
· End of Year 2: Fluent, automatic letter formation; beginning to join; able to sustain several sentences; transcription does not impede writing
· Years 3–4: Joined handwriting is increasingly automatic; improved speed and legibility; writing stamina increases
· Years 5–6: Fluent, efficient, legible handwriting at sustained pace; pupils choose appropriate handwriting style for the task; transcription is fully automatic in extended writing
(These expectations match the 2025 Framework’s transcription descriptors.)
5.  Special Educational Needs (SEND)
5.1	The School’s SEND policy applies.  However, it should be noted that the Kinetic Letters programme is applicable to pupils with dyslexia and dyspraxia (developmental co-ordination disorder).
6.  Home School Agreement 
6.1	It is important that parents/guardians/carers are involved in supporting the learning of handwriting.  Parents will be given details of the handwriting programme via the school’s website.  
7.  Presentation 
7.1  	The School will use the Kinetic Letters font for all class and display work produced, whether handwritten or computer generated, ensuring consistent presentation that reinforces handwriting teaching.  The general protocols for pupils’ work is set out in the school’s presentation policy.  
8.  Left Handed Children 

8.1 Teachers should be aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make appropriate provision: 
1. Pupils should be positioned so that they can place their paper to their left side; 
2. Left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed child so that they are not competing for space; 
3. Extra practice with left-to-right exercises may well be necessary before pupils write left-to-right automatically. 
4. Letters which have a cross-stroke such as T, t and f may be formed slightly differently by left handers, where the cross is formed right to left rather than left to right. 
5. Teachers should be alert to the fact that it can be difficult for left-handed pupils to follow handwriting movements when a right-handed teacher models them. Teachers may demonstrate to left-handers on an individual or group basis, even if the resulting writing is not neat. 

*Children who are experiencing difficulty with a particular aspect of handwriting will be identified for daily intervention.

9.  Handwriting Tools
9.1 Pens and Pencils
1. Use a good quality HB handwriting pencil.
2. Ensure it is always sharp and it is not too short. Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided.  
3. A variety of good quality pens should be available for personal choice
4. Pens can be introduced as the handwriting improves at any age as a motivation to earn the privilege. 
5. Competent writers can use pens for ‘best’ writing tasks.  Draft work should still be carried out in pencil.
6. Children in Years 5 and 6 can progress to use of a calligraphy style pen to further individualise their writing style.
10. 	Modelling Good Practice.
In accordance with the July 2025 Writing Framework, the school recognises that fluent handwriting supports pupils’ ability to compose high‑quality writing. Teachers explicitly connect transcriptional fluency with sentence construction, grammar application, and writing stamina, ensuring pupils understand how handwriting proficiency affects the quality and independence of their written work.
10.1 The teacher should use modelling of both right and left handed movements and vocalise the size, shape and movement of the pencil.  The ‘optimal' pencil hold is promoted (Appendix 5).  
Teacher to class demonstrations should be followed by practices lasting no more than two minutes.  Whilst the children are writing, constantly reinforce teaching points and good practice.  
Children should be encouraged to self and peer assess in every taught session for example ‘show me you best letter as I walk around’, ‘show your partner your best letter and explain why you think this is so’. 
Particular children’s work should be periodically scanned and examined by the teacher and class as a model.
It is imperative that the teacher should tour the classroom during exercises to see and comment on everyone’s work assisting individuals as needed.
When marking or writing comments, teachers’ written comments must model Kinetic handwriting that is fully legible by pupils and adults.

11. 	Handwriting Rules
11.1  The children from Years 1-6 should be made aware of the following rules; 
· Insist on a correct, balanced seating position – ‘BBC’ – ‘Back, Bottom, Chair’ 
· Two hands to be used at all times with the paper slightly tilted
· 6 feet on the floor, the chair legs and the pupils!
· Teachers should be consistently on the move while the children are writing, praising and assessing where individual help is needed.  
12.   Break Letters
12.1  The letters ‘b’ and ‘p’ are break letters meaning there will be no join to or from these letters.  Regarding the letter /s/, there will be a join to /s/ but not from.  
Children are taught that capital letters are not to be joined.  

This policy has been updated in line with the statutory and non-statutory guidance taken from the English National Curriculum 2014.  It will be reviewed annually or in light of changes to legal requirements.  

13.  Policy adoption

This policy was adopted in October 2020 by the School’s Local Advisory Board and will be reviewed annually.
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Appendix 1

Kinetic Letters Font
Lower case: 			abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
Upper case:				ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Numbers: 				1234567890
Letter groups:  (in teaching order)
Jumper Family: 			hbnrmp
Abracadabra Fimily: 		coadgqs
Special Squirter:			e
Window Cleaner Family:	lTiu
Fisher Family:  			gjyf
Slider Family: 			vwxzk
Pushing Numbers			2357
Pulling Numbers			689014 


Appendix 2:  Handwriting Requirements – National Framework
	Statutory Requirements
	Non-Statutory Requirements

	Early Years Foundation Stage 

	Literacy development involves encouraging children to begin to read and write.
Moving and handling:  Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements.  They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space.  They handle equipment and tools effectively including pencils for writing.
Writing:  Children write simple sentences.  
	Expected descriptors:  Shows preference for a dominant hand.  Use a pencil effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which correctly formed.  
Exceeding descriptors:  Children hold paper in position and use their preferred hand for writing, using a correct pencil grip.  They are beginning to write on lines and control letter size.  

	Key Stage 1 – Year 1 

	Pupil’s writing during Year 1 will generally develop at a slower pace than their reading.  This is because they need to encode the sounds they hear in words (spelling skills), develop the physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn how to organise their ideas in writing.  

	Pupils should be taught to:
· Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.
· Begin to form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place.
· Form capital letters
· Form digits 0-9
· Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practice these. 
· Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher.   
	Handwriting requires frequent and discrete. Direct teaching.  Pupils should be able to form letters correctly and confidently.  The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not be too large for young pupil’s hands.  Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided.  
Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs.  

	Year 2
In writing, pupils at the beginning of Year 2 should be able to compose individual sentences orally and then write them down and to form individual letters correctly so establishing good handwriting habits from the outset.  

	Pupils should be taught to:
· Form lower case letters of the correct size and relative to one another
· Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined.  
· Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.  

	Pupils should revise and practice correct letter formation frequently.  They should be taught to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct orientation.  

	Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 
Joined handwriting should be the norm; pupils should be able to use it fast enough to keep pace with what they want to say.  

	Pupils should be taught to:
· Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 	Comment by Mrs Z. Adams: 
· Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting e.g. by ensuring that the down-strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.  

	Pupils should be able to write down their ideas with a reasonable degree of accuracy and with good sentence punctuation.
Pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing.  Handwriting should continue to be taught with the aim of increasing the fluency with which pupils are able to write down what they want to say.  This will support their composition and spelling.  

	Upper Key Stag e 2 (Years 5 and 6) 
Children should be able to write down their ideas quickly.  By the end of Year 6, pupil’s writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless to manage the general demands of the curriculum in Year 7.  

	Pupils should be taught to:
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by 
· Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
· Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task
	Pupils should continue to practise handwriting and be encouraged to increase the speed if it so that problems with forming letters do not get in the way of their writing down what they want to say.  They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task (e.g. quick notes or the final handwritten version).  They should also be taught to use an un- joined style (e.g for labelling a diagram or data, writing an email address, or for algebra) and capital letters (e.g. for filling in a form).  
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